
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR SOUTH LAKELAND

Minutes of a Meeting of the County Council Local Committee for South Lakeland 
held on Monday, 19 November 2018 at 10.00 am at Council Chamber, County 
Offices, Kendal

PRESENT:

 

Mr J Airey
Mr B Berry
Mr J Bland
Mr W Clark
Mr SB Collins
Mr GD Cook

Mr N Cotton
Mrs S Evans
Mrs BC Gray
Mrs S Sanderson
Mr WJ Wearing
Mr M Wilson

District Council

Mr G Archibald
 

Parish Councils

 Mr A Muirhead

Officers in Attendance

Mr  Brierley 
Mr M Dooz
Mr S Hall

Mr P Hosking
Mrs K Johnson

Ms C Last

Mrs V Upton

Infrastructure Planning Officer
Traffic Management Officer
Assistant Director – Highways 
and Transport
Highways Network Manager
Area Manager – South 
Lakeland Local Committee
Community Development 
Officer
Team Leader – Traffic 
Management

PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 
PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS

48 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr R Bingham, Mr M Brereton, Mr J 
Brook, Mr C Hogg, Mr J Saunders, Mr P Thornton and Mrs J Willis.

49 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
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There were no public questions, deputations or petitions relating to any items on the 
agenda.

50 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED that, the press and public not be excluded from the meeting during any 
items of business on this occasion.

51 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

No disclosures of interest were made at the meeting.

52 MINUTES

RESOLVED that, the minutes of the meeting of the Local Committee held on 26 
September 2018 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by 
the Chair.

53 PRESENTATION - TOUR OF BRITAIN

Members received a presentation from the Infrastructure Planning Officer regarding 
Stages 5 and 6 of the Tour of Britain held in Cumbria in September 2018

Members were shown photographs of the event and provided with headlines of the 
stages. This included the costs for hosting the stage and the outcomes in terms of 
economic boost and number of TV viewers. Feedback was presented from the 
parents of a child who had won the flag competition, the owner of a local business 
and two local schools.

Members were informed of the activities undertaken on the route, of the location of 
the route itself, the number of staff involved. The economic benefit to the Council 
was £10.8m and this had been independently verified. Success was partly attributed 
to the event being held on a Friday as tourists incorporated the event into their 
weekend.

Members noted that Cumbria would likely be used as the venue for future Tours if 
the race was held in the North West and that organisers were keen to come to 
Cumbria due to its challenging topography. Members would be provided with 
photographs of the event for use in their work. The costs to the County Council and 
Allerdale District Council of hosting the stage were broken down for members. 

54 COMMUNITY SERVICES

The Area Manager – South Lakeland presented the Community Services report 
which provided information and offered recommendations to the Local Committee 
for approval from the Strategic Planning Working Group meeting held on 23 October 
2018 and the Children and Young People’s Working Group meeting held on 17 
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October 2018. The report also provided the Local Committee with an update on 
previously agreed activity supported with the latest financial statement.

In proposing the recommendations, the local member highlighted that on 13 October 
2018, following heavy rainfall, Windermere Road, Grange Over Sands had flooded. 
He thanked Mr Archibald and South Lakeland District Council for their support on 
the issue. 

The Chair of the Children and Young People’s Working Group advised that a 
member of the Youth Parliament may attend the next meeting of the Group, 
commented on the positive work of the Targeted Youth Support Team and 
highlighted the newsletter from Public Health included in the Agenda papers.

Mr Archibald offered South Lakeland District Council’s support for the proposals for 
Windermere Road in Grange and raised the issue of child poverty in the area. He 
encouraged members to strive to improve child poverty and asked that the Anti-
Poverty Strategy be refreshed. He encouraged the County Council to find ways to 
intervene and provide a voice for those receiving Universal Credit and lobby 
Government. The Chairman outlined the financial support provided by the 
Committee. 

A member explained that the Government took poverty seriously. He acknowledged 
that there was a much wider issue with poverty and that some people fell through 
the net. He stated that the benefit system had not worked properly under any 
Government and that securing employment was a key way to tackle poverty. He 
considered that joint working was required to work on the issues. Mr Archibald was 
concerned about the trends in poverty figures.

RESOLVED that, 

1 Members note the budget update for 2018-19 including the commitments and 
expenditure to end of October 2018. 

2 Members note the work of the Strategic Planning Working Group as set out in 
the minutes at Appendix B of the report.

3 Members agree to vote ‘Yes’ in the ballot in support of 5 further years of the 
Kendal BID (Appendix C of the report).

4 Members agree to contribute £1,000 towards the Dignity in Dementia project 
from the General Provisions budget (Appendix D of the report).

5 Members note the work of the Children & Young People’s Working Group as 
set out in the minutes at Appendix E of the report.

6 Members de-commit the financial award made to Kendal Rugby Club for 
Phase 2 of their development plans and that £15,000 return to the 0-19 
Budget and £15K return to the General Provisions Budget.

7 Members agree to set aside an amount of £20,000 towards revenue Flood 
Alleviation works in the Windermere Road area of Grange-Over-Sands from 
the General Provisions Budget for the purposes set out in paragraphs 4.4 to 
4.7 of the report.
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8 Members agree to contribute an amount of £3,000 towards the Hawkshead 
Christmas Festival from the Economic Initiatives Budget (Appendix F of the 
report).

55 HIGHWAYS DEVOLVED REVENUE AND CAPITAL UPDATE

The Highways Network Manager presented the 2018/19 Highways Devolved 
Revenue and Capital Update report. The report updated members on the situation 
at the end of September 2018 on the budget lines as detailed in the appendices to 
the report.

The Highways Network Manager reported that Government had allocated an 
additional £12m of funding for Cumbria highways works. This would accelerate 
completion of the works that were programmed for the coming financial year. There 
would not be an overspend in this financial year. Confirmation was awaited from 
Government as to whether the funding had to be spent in this financial year. It was 
confirmed that the NPRN would receive approximately £1.9m in South Lakeland and 
the PRN would receive £600k.

RESOLVED that  the Committee notes the revenue and capital budget allocations 
for 2018/19 and the commitments and expenditure recorded to 
the end of September 2018 and shown in Appendices 1,2 and 3 
of the report

56 HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP MEETING 17 
OCTOBER 2018

A report was considered which provided the notes of the Highways and 
Transportation Working Group (Working Group) held on 17 October 2018 and 
recommended that the Local Committee noted the minutes.

The Chairman of the Working Group stated that the meeting had been very 
productive and advised members of what had been discussed at the meeting. 
Members were advised that the Chair had asked the Highways Network Manager to 
prioritise gully cleansing in those areas which were flood prone.

In responding to a question from a member whether there was an update on Kirkby 
Lonsdale Town Council’s request about 20mph limits, the Team Leader – Traffic 
Management confirmed that she would work with the Local Member on the issue.

RESOLVED that the Local Committee notes the Minutes of the Working Group 
meeting of 17 October 2018, attached at Appendix A to the report.

57 GRASMERE TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER 2018
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A report was considered from the Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure 
regarding the Grasmere Traffic Regulation Order 2018. 

The Local Member was concerned that information had not been correctly conveyed 
regarding the parking bays and whether they would be situated on the highway and 
therefore proposed that the report be deferred to the next meeting. A brief 
discussion took place on approving part of the order and deferring the decision on 
the Broadgate element however members agreed that it made more sense to defer 
the whole report. The Team Leader – Traffic Management commented on the costs 
implications of inset parking bays.

RESOLVED that the report be deferred to the next meeting of the Committee to be 
held on 29 January 2019.

58 APPOINTMENT OF COUNTY COUNCIL GOVERNORS

Members considered the schedule for local authority governor nominations to 
schools in South Lakeland.

RESOLVED that, subject to their consent, the following be appointed to the schools 
indicated below:

1. Flookburgh CE Primary School – Gill Gardner, nominated by Cllr Sue 
Sanderson

2. Langdale CE School – Dr Sue Lee, nominated by Cllr Will Clark
3. Broughton CE Primary School – Andrew Wren, nominated by Cllr Matt 

Brereton

59 WINDERMERE FERRY UPDATE

The Chairman changed the order of business and this item was moved up the 
Agenda to follow the Tour of Britain item.

The Assistant Director – Highways and Transport presented a report on the 
Windermere Ferry. The report provided members of the Local Committee with an 
explanation of the reasons for the damage experienced by the Windermere Ferry in 
May 2018, outlined the process undertaken to repair and re-instate the operation of 
the ferry and to articulate the lessons that had been learned from the incident and 
how they had been incorporated into the refreshed operating model for the ferry.

The Assistant Director – Highways and Transport guided members closely through 
the information set out in the report highlighting the reason for the fire, the 
organisations involved in the multi-agency response, new staffing arrangements and 
training, inspection arrangements and a timeline of the key tasks.

Mr Berry moved that the report be noted and that the Local Committee confirm the 
decision made at its meeting on 26 September (to request a ‘lessons learnt’ review 
following the fire on Windermere Ferry) and request that Cabinet formalise the offer 



6

of re-introducing the Windermere Ferry Advisory Committee. The motion was 
seconded by Mr Airey.

Mr Berry expressed his surprise that the referral had not been considered by 
Cabinet straight after the Local Committee meeting and asked if Cabinet was not 
interested in the matter or did officers think Cabinet would not be interested. He 
asked if a fire suppression system had been considered. He asked if the financial 
implications and costs incurred been understood and that there was a need to 
understand the costs that had been borne by residents. He acknowledged that a 
Windermere Ferry Advisory Committee would have not stopped the fire but it would 
allow members with an interest to have an input into the Committee . 

On stating that he was responding on behalf of officers, the Assistant Director – 
Highways and Transport advised that he thought it was important that members 
heard the information from him in relation to what actions and lessons learnt had 
been since the fire, that they should consider the information and formulate their 
own view about the 26 September decision. He advised that he could not speak on 
behalf of Cabinet, however, the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport and 
Cabinet itself took the matter very seriously. He advised that the boat had a fire 
suppression system and consideration that had been given to upgrading it following 
the fire. He confirmed that the Windermere Ferry Advisory Committee would be 
convened twice a year.

A member, also a Cabinet Member did not agree with the remark that Cabinet was 
not interested in the matter, stating that the three members of the Local Committee 
who were also Cabinet members had been significantly involved in a number of 
issues relating to the ferry. She commented on her role as a member of the South 
Lakeland District Council Lakes Administration Committee adding that the Ferry was 
always part of discussions. She reassured members that the Cabinet Member for 
Highways and Transport was interested in the matter and that she supported the 
reinstatement of the Windermere Ferry Advisory Committee.

Mr Cook moved an amendment to the Motion, that the decision of the 26 September 
be rescinded. He stated that at the meeting of the Local Committee held on 26 
September, members had not been in possession of the full facts relating to the 
work being undertaken by officers following the fire. He queried what information in 
addition to that before members could be presented if a referral was made to 
Cabinet. The Chair felt that transparency of the work undertaken since the fire had 
been achieved in the presentation of the information before members. The 
amendment was not seconded.

Mr Airey thought that there had been some confusion in the decision not being 
referred to Cabinet. He advised that he had discussed the matter with Assistant 
Director – Highways and Transport and urged members to support Mr Berry’s 
motion. He informed members that he had seen a report recommending that the 
Ferry be removed from operation but this was nothing to do with the referral from 
the Committee. He commented on the process for the making of the 26 September 
decision and considered it important for the referral to be made to Cabinet and to 
ensure that the Windermere Ferry Advisory Committee was reconvened. He 
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commented positively on his recent trip on the Ferry and the influence of local 
members in bringing the ferry back into operation.

The Chair reminded members that he would attend Cabinet with the Area Manager 
to present the referral but that when the decision was made on 26 September, 
members were unaware of the work being undertaken by officers.

Mr Airey reiterated that Cabinet should have considered the referral, commenting on 
the timing of when it would be considered and that there should be transparency in 
the decision making process. He referred to the 2018/19 forecast Revenue 
overspend and that it was taxpayers money.

The Assistant Director – Highways and Transport explained the timings of the 
review process and emphasised that his intention was for transparency in 
presenting the information to members. It was noted that the Finance Team was 
addressing the matter of the overspend. He advised on the risk of  provision of a fire 
suppression system in confined spaces and stated he would review what was 
currently in place. Mr Berry explained the risk of a gas based system.

A member highlighted that he thought there had been transparency throughout the 
process and queried the added value of the referral to Cabinet. Another member 
supported Mr Berry’s Motion commenting on the practices of the previous 
Windermere Ferry Advisory Committee and considered that local member and 
Parish Council input was needed when the Group reconvened.

A member of the Committee (also a Cabinet member) advised that she had  initially 
queried the need for the referral to Cabinet and advised members that there had not 
been any discussions about removing the ferry from operation. She added that 
Cabinet members of the Local Committee understood the importance of the Ferry. 
She advised that Cabinet would consider the referral and would support the 
functions of the Windermere Ferry Advisory Committee. 

Mr Cook highlighted that officers and members were working toward the ferry being 
reinstated. Mr Cook withdrew his amendment and asked that the vote be cast. The 
Chair asked members to consider what extra information could be offered at 
Cabinet, adding that he would attend Cabinet if members confirmed the decision of 
26 September 2018 and commented on the transparency of the process.

The recommendations were considered in the order as set out in the report.  
Members voted unanimously that South Lakeland Local Committee note the 
contents of the report.

Mr Cook stated that the Motion before members included the reintroduction of the 
Windermere Ferry Advisory Committee, however, he felt that he could not vote on 
this as he had no details of what this would involve. 

Mr Cook moved an amendment that South Lakeland Local Committee confirm its 
decision of 26 September 2018. This was seconded by Mrs Sanderson.
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Mr Berry stated that the amendment removed the request to reintroduce the 
Windermere Ferry Advisory Committee, yet members had supported the 
reconvening of the Windermere Ferry Advisory Committee in their discussion. He 
urged the proposer and seconder of the amendment to reconsider so that members 
would be apprised of how the Advisory Committee would operate.

A short discussion took place on the wording of the Motion. A member who was also 
a Cabinet Member stated that the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport had 
undertaken at the meeting of full Council on 15 November 2018 to reinstate the 
Windermere Ferry Advisory Committee and therefore considered the second part of 
the Motion to be unnecessary.

The Area Manager informed members that the decision not to make the referral to 
Cabinet after the Local Committee meeting had been an officer decision based on 
the fact that the lessons learnt work was already underway and therefore to very 
quickly bring the results back to the following Local Committee. The decision had 
been taken after liaison with three senior members on the matter. Mr Airey 
confirmed this and stated that it was about obtaining a decision on the reinstatement 
of the Windermere Ferry Advisory Committee.

Mr Berry  asked members to consider a slight change to the wording of the Motion 
to read ‘Ask Cabinet to consider the reintroduction of the Windermere Ferry 
Advisory Committee’. Mr Cook withdrew his Amendment to the Motion. 

A vote was cast on the Motion ‘South Lakeland Local Committee confirm its 
decision of 26 September 2018 and that Cabinet consider the reintroduction of the 
Windermere Ferry Advisory Committee’. Those members in favour: 7, Members 
Against: 0 and 2 abstentions. Therefore it was 

RESOLVED that,

1 South Lakeland Local Committee note the contents of the report.
2 South Lakeland Local Committee confirm its decision of 26 September 2018 

and that Cabinet consider the reintroduction of the Windermere Ferry 
Advisory Committee.

60 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH ACTIVITY - 
UPDATE

An update report was considered from the Executive Director – Corporate, 
Customer and Community Services regarding Community Development Waste 
Prevention and Public Health Activity.  The report drew attention to key community 
development, waste prevention and public health activity undertaken by the South 
Lakeland Area Support Team, Waste Reduction Team. Waste Reduction Officer 
and Locality Public Health Manager.
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The Community Development Officer guided members through the report, 
highlighting the work being undertaken on healthy weight and sugar reduction and 
the work at Community Wellbeing meetings. Members commented on the excellent 
LEAP document asking for its circulation to members and asked for more 
information on the Children and Young People’s Mental Health Champions Network. 
It was questioned why there were no Kendal schools nor Ulverston Victoria School 
mentioned in the Public Health Nurse Practitioners Newsletter.

A member asked if consideration could be given to providing training on preparing 
fresh food. It was queried whether all schools had been invited to complete their 
school public health review or if some had opted out. In terms of self-harm and 
suicide, it was questioned whether there was a method for monitoring and report 
back to members on the training provided. More detail was requested on CAfS 
involvement

RESOLVED that,

1 The report be noted
2 The LEAP report be circulated electronically to members
3 Members be provided with additional information on the Children and Young 

People’s Mental Health Champions Network so they can be invited to the 
next meeting of the Children and Young People Working Group

4 Members be provided with a response on why there were no Kendal schools 
nor Ulverston Victoria School mentioned in the document

5 Members be advised if all schools had been invited to complete their school 
public health review or if some had opted out.

6 Members be advised if there is a method for monitoring and reporting to the 
Local Committee on the training provided in self harm and suicide 
awareness.

7 Information be circulated to members on CAfS involvement

61 FIRE CHAMPION UPDATE

This item was withdrawn from the Agenda and would be rescheduled for a future 
meeting.

62 PARTNER ORGANISATIONS

a Outside Bodies

There was nothing to report to the meeting on this occasion.

b Children's Champion

Mrs Evans reported on the successful Children in Care Council Awards, informing 
members of a young person who had been in care and was now attending 
university.
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Members were informed about a recent Foster Carers Advisory Group meeting and 
of the business that had been conducted at the meeting.

The meeting ended at 12.30 pm


